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Socrates himself did not put down
his views and ideas in writing1, but one
of his pupils and admirers, Plato, took
on this task, and acted towards Socrates
much as Boswell, long centuries later,
became to the famous Dr. Johnson.
It was from the Dialogues of Plato
that we know all that we do of what
Socrates taught.

In 399 B.C. Socrates incurred the
displeasure of the new government
that came into power and was pro-
secuted on a charge of introducing
new divinities in place of those recog-
nised by the State. He was tried and
sentenced to death, and despite the
desire of many friends who could
probably have contrived his escape,
he drank the hemlock he had been
condemned to drink and so died.

After his death Plato had only one
mission in life and that was to carry on
the work and teachings of the master
he admired. Some of Plato's own ideas
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were, of course, brought into his
writings and were not always on
precisely the same lines as those of
Socrates. Men have read the works of
Plato ever since and they have had
great influence on other thinkers who
have drawn inspiration from his
writings.

Others who studied under Plato car-
ried on his work, but the most famous
of these was Aristotle who is sometimes
called the Father of Learning. He was
something more than a theorist, and
carried his desire for scientific research
to the study of animals, plants, rocks
and minerals. Alexander the Great
sent an expedition into Asia to capture
and bring home strange animals in
order that Aristotle might be able to
study them.

Aristotle drew up a scheme of educa-
tion which dealt with both practical
affairs and the pursuit of culture. He
wrote, too, on politics and different

ANOTHER FORM OF THE ARCHIMEDEAN SCREW
This device acts in just the same way as the coiled tube of the preceding illustration.   It is
a metal spiral fitting tightly inside a cylinder which turns with it.  The nearer half of the cylinder
has been removed, to show how the water travels.   Though the device is little used now for
raising water, its principle is still employed in various kinds of conveyors.